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5ŜŀǊ DƻǊŘƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ 

²Ŝƭƭ L Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ - 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǘƻ 
Ƙƻǘ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ {Ŏƻǘπ
ƭŀƴŘ - ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΗ 

²Ŝ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘπ
ŜƴŎŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ƛƴ 
ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ƳŜǊπ
ŎƘŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘǳƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŎǊŀǇΦ 

hƴ ƻƴŜ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ϥōŜǧŜǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊϥ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǊƴπ
ƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǊǊŜǾŜǊǎƛōƭŜ Řƛǎŀǎπ
ǘŜǊ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ϥȅŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜϥ ƭƻōōȅ ƛǎ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ƛǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƎƘǘƘŜŀǊǘŜŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ƳƛǎƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

L ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ- ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎƘŜŜǘ ƻŦ 
!п ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǾƻǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ 
ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ōƻŘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ 
ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ōƛŀǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ 
ǎȅƭƭŀōƭŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŀƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ 

¢ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴπ
ŦƻǊƳŜŘΦ ¢ƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƎƴƻπ
ǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀōǳǎŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǝŎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅ 
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I have been reading a series of 

articles recently that have one 

uniting factor ð humming.  Did 

you know that humming promotes 

good sinus health? It takes good 

ventilation to keep the sinuses 

healthy Humming increases the 

exhalation of nitrous oxide by 15 

fold over normal quiet breathing. Another study shows 

that humming (and music in general) can be used to 

reinforce our active working memory, and can be used 

to enhance the learning capabilities of young students, 

and plays a particular role in the emotions of memory. 

In a discussion of the various types of memory, music 

often is associated on varying levels in connecting the 

synapses and as one psychiatrist put it, ñthe wires of 

memory hum.ò  

Currently Aberdeenshire Council is sponsoring a study 

on the collective memory of humming. Dr Suk-Jun 

Kim, a lecturer in Electro-acoustic Music and Sound 

Art at the University of Aberdeen, is leading the 

óAberdeen Humming programmeô and is hoping to col-

lect hundreds of hums representing childhood memo-

ries to create a public sound installation. He points out 

that humming is a very personal form of music. We 

donôt generally hum to strangers; we hum to ourselves 

or to those who are closest to us, and most often to 

our children and grandchildren. Humming invites those 

within earshot into our personal space. The aim is to 

create a collective memory by having participants hum 

a tune that reminds them of their childhood, and the 

project is designed to examine the relations between 

people and places, and how a personôs memory plays 

a role in this.  

It is interesting to me as I have always been a hummer 

and whistler. I greatly enjoy humming along with the 

radio, or humming a tune to keep the boredom at bay. 

When our children were little we would play ñName 

That Tuneò in the car on road trips. I suppose I like it 

so much because my father was always humming or 

whistling a tune, and my mother would hum me to 

sleep when I was very little. It is one of my first memo-

ries. This past weekend I had my granddaughter visit-

ing, and I found myself humming ñThe Gordons Homeò 

to soothe her. It is a lilting soft melody in 3/4 time 

written in honor of the Gordon Highlanders and 

meant to illicit memories of the beautiful hills and 

streams of Aberdeenshire.  It worked a charm. (It 

must be calling forth the ancestral memories of our 

Aberdonian Todd forebears.) 

Think about all the sayings we associate with hum-

mingé when things are going good we say they 

are humming along; Pythagoras spoke of the ge-

ometry in the humming of the strings; the hum 

of ...nature, energy, industry, conversation, com-

munity, family. The hum and rush of human inter-

ests and passions that we must all stand aside 

from occasionally to hear the voice of God.  

The hum of this family, our clan, has been increas-

ing, growing stronger in a good way and building in 

harmony.  Good communication is always key to 

keeping any organization humming along smooth-

ly, and communication is always a thing of give 

and take.  Sometimes we need to take a deep 

breath and step back from the hum and rush to un-

derstand that working together to ease each oth-

erôs burden is what family is all about. No part of 

the House of Gordon USA is more or less im-

portant than any other part. This past month we 

lost a link to the beginnings of our organization 

here in the USA. The hum of the clan took on a bit 

of a minor chord, but we have to remember that 

the piobaireachd of Lu Gordonôs life is a sweet 

one, and will long serve to remind us of our past 

and point a direction for the future. We have a 

Board of Directors that is dedicated to serving the 

clan and is working to ensure that we continue to 

grow in harmony and strength. Evan Rose is head-

ing up a committee to revise the Bylaws so that 

they reflect the way the clan actually runs, to clarify 

ambiguities and give better defined guidelines of 

how the organization should run.  Bonnie Linse is 

working to ensure membership is always up to 

date, and contacting members to ensure we are 

serving you with the best possible member ser-

vices.  We are in the process of contacting all our 

conveners to see what we can be doing better to 

support our local divisions and keep us humming 
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I N  T H E  H O U S E !  

Thank You House of Gordon! 
Dear House of Gor-
don, 

I wanted to thank you 
for your generous 
scholarship and give 
you an update on 
how it has benefitted 
me. Last summer, on 
your scholarship, I 
was able to attend the 
Royal Scottish Coun-
try Dance Societyôs 
summer school at St. 

Andrews University. 

Summer school takes place for four weeks every 
year. Classes depend on your skill level. I attend-
ed summer school to take Unit 2 and Unit 3 of my 
Level One Teacherôs Certificate in Scottish Coun-
try Dancing. The teacherôs certificate has two lev-
els. Level One involves a written test (Unit 1), a 
dancing test (Unit 2), and a teaching test (Unit 3). 

Week 1 involved mastering footwork, formations, 
and ultimately memorizing to the finest detail 
twelve dances. I had classes in the morning from 
9:15-12:45, and then from 2-4:30 every afternoon. 
I did this Monday through Thursday, and on Friday 
we had our test. Beforehand, our teacher paired 
us up into couples. My partner was named Kumio; 
he was from Japan. My teacher chose us to be 
first couple, which meant we had to dance first! 
For the test, two examiners told us the name of 
the dance and asked us to recap it. Then, we had 
to dance it twice through.  

After Unit 2, we focused on Unit 3. This meant that 
instead of focusing on our dancing skills, we had 
to hone our teaching skills. Monday through 
Thursday, again, we spent all day in the class-
room practicing teaching each other. Our teacher 
would give us pointers and gave us many 
handouts to read through. Not only did these tips 
help me with teaching dance, but also provided 
me with a wealth of knowledge on developing my 

leadership and group communication skills. 
Friday was our test. Each candidate was as-
signed to teach them one step, and sixteen 
bars from a dance, in less than 30 minutes!  

After months of waiting, I finally heard back 
from RSCDS headquarters in Edinburgh. After 
all my hard work, I passed both Units 2 and 3! 
It was over this past year that I studied for and 
took my Unit 1 test. Again, after much sus-
pense, I was thrilled to receive a letter inform-
ing me that as a result of my passing Unit 1, I 
was officially a certified Scottish Country 
Dance teacher! 

Now just a few months later, at college, I am 
enjoying the Scottish Dance opportunities 
around me. A few times a semester a ceilidh 
is held, and as part of the host class, I help 
plan it. My training in Scottish Country Danc-
ing has opened many doors for me, and I am 
excited to see where it takes me in the future. 

None of this would have been possible with-
out your generous financial support of me. 
Summer school was such an enriching experi-
ence to convene with so many dancers, all 
with the same passion for dance. It was excit-
ing to meet people from so many placesðin 
my class alone there were people from 
Ukraine, France, Scotland, England, Japan, 
Belgium, Ireland, and the United States! Addi-
tionally, because of my passing Unit 2 and 3, I 
was able to move on to Unit 1 and ultimately 
reach my goal of certification! 

Thank you so much, House of Gordon, for 
providing me the resources to pursue this op-
portunityðI learned so much about how to 
teach and grew more in my love for the 
dance. 

Sincerely, 

 
Hannah Wolff 



been built in 1899 (following an alleged sinking 

in the Nile en route!). It was gifted back to the 

UK following the Sudan's independence 

and since April 2, 1959 has been at home at 

the Gordon's School in Woking. One Hun-

dred and Ten years of weathering and damage 

from the various moves has necessitated 

the restoration of the statue. We are glad to be 

able to assist in this endeavor honoring 

our kinsman and to carry forward his philan-

thropic tradition with our donation. 

On Thanksgiving Day we received a note from 
Annie Hughes at the Gordonôs School giving 
us an update on the progress of the fundrais-

ing efforts.   

ñWith your kind donation we have reached 
Ã16,000 towards our target of Ã27,000.  We 
hope to reach the final amount by the summer 
of 2014.  

ñYesterday we covered the statue to protect it 
from the UK weather and I have attached a 
couple of photographs that may interest you.  

ñPlease pass on my best wishes to all at the 
House of Gordon USA and if any of your mem-
bers are ever in the UK I would be very happy 
to give a tour of the school (hopefully with the 
statue uncovered 

ñThank you again for your valued donation and 
friendship.ò 

 

The House of Gordon USA is supporting the Gor-

don's School and The Gordon Foundation in their 

efforts to restore the historic Gordon Camel Statue 

with a donation of $1500.00. The Gordon's School 

was founded in 1885 by Queen Victoria as the na-

tional memorial to Major-General Charles Gordon, 

also known as Gordon of Khartoum and Chinese 

Gordon. General Gordon was well known not only 

for his military accomplishments but also for his 

many other achievements and attributes, most no-

tably his philanthropy.  

The Camel Statue was 

commissioned of Edward 

Onslow Ford by the Roy-

al Corps of Engineers 

and the original casting 

still stands today at the 

Brompton Barracks, 

Chatham, the home of 

the Royal School 

of Military Engineering, 

where Gordon attended, 

being commissioned as a 

2nd Lieutenant in the 

Royal Engineers in 1852. 

A second casting in the 

more modern 'lost wax' 

method was made in 

1902 and following 

a collision and immersion 

in the Thames (of 3 tides 

duration) was finally 

erected at the junction of 

St Martin's Lane and 

Charing Cross Road in 

London. In 1904 the stat-

ue was moved to Khartoum and stood at 

the intersection of Gordon Avenue and Victoria Av-

enue, 200 meters south of the new palace that had 
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HoG USA Supports the Gordon Camel Statue Repair 


