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Convene r ôs  Corner  
Hello everyone ï  

 
I hope many of you had the opportunity to attend a 
Burns Night celebration.  It is a wonderful way to 
kick off a new year of Scottish cultural heritage 
activities! 
 
"Alright everyone, take a deep breath."  That's my 
advice to all the members who will be assisting with 
and/or running the HOUSE of GORDON tent this 
year. Do the breathing while you have time because 
the games season has started in earnest! The H of 
G Southwest plans to have a tent at a minimum of 
17 games in our region during 2007.  We started 
with the Queen Mary Games in Long Beach, CA, 
then on to Mesa, Arizona for the Arizona Scottish 
Gathering & Highland Games. Next on the list is the 
Kern County Gathering & Games - Bakersfield, 
CA March 31.  The same day the H of G will have a 
tent at the Camp Verde Games in Camp Verde, AZ.   
  
Time and again, we share a feeling of real elation 
with visitors to our H of G tent when they realize 
they are Scottish and that their name is connected 
to the GORDON'S. 
  
Pay your dues! (If you did already, thanks!) BUT, 
PLEASE DO NOT PAY YOUR DUES TO H of G 
NATIONAL. Send your dues to Arlene Adams, our 
Membership Director.  It creates a membership 
listing and bookkeeping nightmare sorting out who 
paid dues to National and for which year and the 
same with H of G Southwest.  It makes it so much 
easier if everyone in H of G Southwest pays their 
dues to the same place. 
  
I am asking all our members to be as supportive of 
the House of Gordon as you possibly can. I will be 
attending the Sacramento Valley Scottish Games, 
April 28-29, this year and would like to invite all our 
Northern California members to come on out and 
visit with me at the House of Gordon tent. You  
 

 
 
 
should all know that I really enjoy talking about the 
House of Gordon! 
  
Bydand - Tom Adams 
Convener 
House of Gordon 
Southwest 
(AZ, CA, HI, NM, NV) 

  

Cuimhnich air na 

daoine oôn 

dôthainig thu! 
 

NATIONAL TARTAN DAY!  
APRIL 6 th  

Simply put ï Scots have had a tremendous 
influence on America!  Recognition of this fact 
occurred at the national level when a single-year 
U.S. Senate Resolution appeared in the 
Congressional Record of April 7, 1997.  In 1998 
Scottish contributions to America were officially 
recognized by U.S. Senate Resolution 155 which 
designated April 6th as National Tartan Day. On 
March 9, 2005 the U.S. House of Representatives 
followed suit passing H.R.41 recognizing National 
Tartan Day.  (more on page 7) 
 
April 6th is important in Scottish history ï the date 
commemorates the signing of the Declaration of 
Arbroath in 1320.  This Scottish Declaration of 
Independence played an influential role in the 
writing of another Declaration of Independence 
signed some 450 years later in Philadelphia! 
 
Canada has celebrated a National Tartan Day since 
1993.  The celebration of Tartan Day has spread far 
and wide.  There are Tartan Day festivities in New 
Zealand and Australia and there are Tartan Day 
celebrations back in Scotland.  Not all Tartan Day 
celebrations occur on April 6 but there are a host of 
countries with a Tartan Day.  
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One of the more famous Tartan Day celebrations 
occurred in New York City (a week long celebration 
every year) in 2002 when Sir Sean Connery was 
invited to lead 10,000 bagpipers in the Tartan Day 
Parade up 6th Avenue.  
 
 
Pipers 
came from 
far as 
Japan, 
Trinidad, 
Australia, 
and 
Pakistan to 
participate.   
 
 
The 2007 Tartan Day Parade in New York City will 
take place April 14th.  The Parade is the finale of a 
series of events, which actually begin two weeks 
before the parade.   
 
On April 6, 2007 wear the Tartan!  If you canôt 
wear a kilt or skirt, wear a sash, wear a scarf, or 
wear a tie!  If you canôt do any of that pin a tiny 
patch of tartan to your clothing for the day.  If you 
donôt have even the smallest piece of your family 
tartan, make a resolution to get a piece before 
Tartan Day 2008!  Display it proudly!  It is 
affirmation of your heritage and it is a heritage in 
which you may take great pride!    
 

Scottish Tidbits  
It is estimated that 11million Americans can claim 
Scottish ancestry.  According to some this makes 
Americans of Scot descent the 8th largest group in 
America.  Amazing for a small country that today 
only claims a total population of 5 million.  A small 
country that has had a major impact on the world! 

 
Scotland on TV 

If you are missing Scotland or if you have never 
been but would like a peak at the land of Haggis 
and Heather, here is a real treat.  Scotland on TV ï 
it is a web TV channel with programming about 
Scotland that you can watch when you want to 
watch it!  Tune in. http://www.scotlandontv.tv/   
 
 

Scottish Soldiers Forced to 
Share Kilts!  

(Associated Press Report out of London Dec 18, 2006) 

We would have included this article in the 
December newsletter except we had gone to print 
just before this story was released by the 
Associated Press.  The news story began 
ñLONDON ï Great Scot!ò  It seems that the Ministry 
of Defense failed to award a contract in a timely 
manner to ensure that there would be sufficient kilts 
to outfit all the Scottish soldiers in the newly formed 
Royal Regiment of Scotland which came about with 
the August 2006 merger of several centuriesïold 
regiments into one single regiment which is 5,000 
strong.   
 
In fairness the kilt is not worn on the battlefield (not 
since WWI) but the kilt is still part of the official 
ceremonial uniform. It seems that someone in the 
Ministry of Defense is guilty of poor planning.  The 
lads do not have enough kilts and must share!  In 
fact when the story broke there were only 320 kilts 
to be shared among all the members of the 
regiment or about one kilt for every 15 members of 
the regiment.  According to anonymous sources in 
the Ministry of Defense this situation will not be 
resolved quickly.  Get this ï it is estimated that the 
full contract for kilts is worth almost $2 million, will 
take two years to complete, and will require 15,000 
yards of fabric. Lt. Col Willy Macnair (who served in 
the defunct Queenôs Own Highlander Regiment) is 
quoted saying, ñThe kilt is psychologically important 
for the identity of Scottish soldiers.ò  He went on to 
say that some members of the newly formed Royal 
Regiment of Scotland may complete their tour and 
muster out of the regiment before they ever get to 
wear their own regimental kilt!  

 
Of course the Ministry of Defense was quick to 
claim that ñthere were no problems whatsoeverò.  
They claimed there were plenty of kilts for 
ceremonial duties and went so far as to state that 
the Scottish battalions were happy with the 
situation.  (Your editor finds this a bit difficult to 
believe.)  There has been assurance given that the 
entire regiment will be kitted out by early 2008.   
 
Editors comment:  Sometimes it seems that our 
English brethren simply do not and perhaps never 
have appreciated the meaning and importance of 
the tartan and the kilt to the Scots. (Except that 
period after Culloden when they banned tartan, 
kilts, bagpipes, and all other evidence of 
Scottishness ï and then rescinded that law) 
Obviously the Ministry of Defense in London has 
missed it again with the new Royal Regiment of 
Scotland! 
 

http://www.scotlandontv.tv/
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Read a ny  good book s  
lately?  

 
We have a couple of worthy candidates for your 
Scotland books collection: 
 
Scots in New England isnôt a read but it is an 
interesting genealogical resource if your Scottish 
family roots stretch back to New England as early 
as 1623. 
 
Modern Scottish Culture is a bit academic in tone 
and presentation but it is a worthy description of just 
what makes up modern Scottish culture.  The 
author does explore and explain modern Scottish 
culture from a variety of perspectives including 
education, religion, sports, and the legal system 
(Scottish versus English) to name a few.  One of the 
interesting points that the author brings out is the 
difference and meaning of entities like England and 
Scotland and the entity represented at the United 
Nations which is called Great Britain.  An underlying 
theme throughout the book is the meaning and 
impact of devolution which led to the formation of a 
Scottish parliament after almost 300 years of 
ñUnionò.   
 

200 7  Games Report  
Queen Mary Scottish Festival - This year it was 
dry (thank goodness) but windy. We had a number 
of visitors both days. Mike and Joanne Whitney 
from Nevada assisted us at the table and spent 
some time visiting with the other clans to talk up the 
Las Vegas Games. We had our annual dinner at the 
Rock Bottom Saturday night with a group of 35 folks 
from the House of Gordon, Clan Graham and 
others. John and Nellie Lowry joined us both Friday 
and Saturday for dinner. Tom Adams had a special 
treat during the games ï his cousin came by and 
they spent some time visiting and catching up on 
family.   
 
Bryce Parker, from Las Vegas, Nevada competed in 
drumming and took first place.  In addition, Bryce 
was awarded a $500.00 scholarship from the St. 
Andrewôs Society of Southern Nevada at the 2007 
Burns night dinner. He will be attending St. 
Andrewôs University in North Carolina on a pipe 
band scholarship.  Way to go Bryce!   
 
Mesa, AZ  
Jodi and Patrick Gordon set up the childrenôs 
activity area and it proved once again to be a very 
successful draw enticing scores of people to the H 

of G tent.  Over the two days we watched page after 
page of sign in sheets being filled out.  We are not 
keen on giving weather reports but rest assured it 
was VERY cold on Saturday morning at the venue ï 
there was frost on the Country Dancers dance floor! 
Also in attendance were Larry Lamper, Lynne and 
Woody Gordon, and Tom and Christine Adams. 
Larry and Margaret recently celebrated the long 
awaited opening of their new pub, Celtic Crossings, 
in Prescott, AZ. Check it out at 
www.celticcrossingspub.com . 

                     
Tom & Larry chillinô in Mesa 

 
Turakina Games , New Zealand  
The Turakina Games are the oldest Highland 
Games in New Zealand and is held in conjunction 
with a Pipe Band Contest and Childrenôs Games. 
Itôs a real country day out and Jim & I arrived early 
and erected our tent and had time to go around and 
talk with folks from the other Clans before things got 
too busy. 
 
We were 
on our 
own at the 
tent when 
Ellis 
Gordon 
and his 
wife Lois 
Gordon 
arrived to 
spend the 
day with 
us. Ellis Gordon, pictured with Jim & me at the tent, 
is a Life Member of House of Gordon. He joined in 
1961 when our present Chiefôs father came out to 
New Zealand after he had founded the House of 
Gordon as the Clan society. Ellis is a Kenmure 
Gordon. It was great to have Ellis and Lois come to 
help.  

http://www.celticcrossingspub.com/
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At the end of the day after the prize giving there is a 
BBQ held and this is followed by a ceilidh. We had 
a good day as we got 12 new members and 
although both Jim & I were tired next day it was with 
a feeling of elation at such a successful day at 
Turakina. 
That's all for now. 
 
Bydand and aye, 
Glenyss & Jim OôHalloran   
           

THE HOUSE OF GORDON 

SOUTHWEST 

2006/2007 OFFICERS 
 
Convener                                             Tom Adams                             
858-578-4426    
taadams.scotland@sbcglobal.net            
10562 Odell Road,  
San Diego, CA 92126-3012  
 
Vice-Convener          Sherwood  (Woody) Gordon                        
702-657-8168 
desertrunners@cox.net 
5324 Cool Dawn Court 
Las Vegas, NV 89130 
 
Secretary                                            Jodi Gordon  
520-560-5882 
jodi@desertwisper.com 
13765 W. Beeler Road 
Florence, AZ 85232  
          
Treasurer                                        Lynne Gordon                          
702-657-8168 
desertrunners@cox.net 
5324 Cool Dawn Court 
Las Vegas, NV 89130  
            
Membership                                    Arlene Adams                          
858-578-4426              
taadams.scotland@sbcglobal.net 
10562 Odell Road,  
San Diego, CA 92126-3012  
 
Sennachie                                       Steve Melcher                     
760-233-0311           
bydandcpl@yahoo.com 
 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS 
Northern CA                               volunteers needed  
Southern CA                              volunteers needed              
 

Arizona                           Larry & Margaret Lamper                            
928-777-8311             
almlamper@yahoo.com     
 
Nevada                            Woody & Lynne Gordon         
702-657-8168             
desertrunners@cox.net 
 
New Mexico      volunteers needed 

Call Tom or Woody if you can help. 

 

EXHAULTED SUPPORT STAFF 
Website                              soon to be updated 
 
Cockôs Crow Editor                          Woody Gordon                        
702-657-8168             
desertrunners@cox.net 
5324 Cool Dawn Court 
Las Vegas, NV 89130 
 

HOUSE OF GORDON 

INTERNATIONAL 
Australian President                           Ken Gordon 
Ph: 0-2-43335900  
Email: coke@cci.net.au 

 
Canadian President             Don Aitchison 
Email: houseofgordon@sympatico.ca 
 
New Zealand President   Glenyss OôHalloran 
Ph: 0-7-878 7582  
Email: glenseamas@xtra.co.nz 
 
USA President       John Lowry 
Ph: 818-886-4968  
Email: GordonCEO@aol.com 
 
                 Ken 

      
 

     Don 

 
           Ken                        Glenyss 

 
 

                                                                           John 

 
 
 

taadams.scotland@sbcglobal.net%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
desertrunners@cox.net
jodi@desertwisper.com
desertrunners@cox.net
taadams.scotland@sbcglobal.net
bydandcpl@yahoo.com
almlamper@yahoo.com
desertrunners@cox.net
desertrunners@cox.net
coke@cci.net.au
houseofgordon@sympatico.ca
glenseamas@xtra.co.nz
GordonCEO@aol.com
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Member News  
Those of you who traveled to Scotland with the 
House of Gordon 2005 Tour will certainly remember 
Ken & Colette Gordon from Australia. Ken is now 
the House of Gordon President ñDown Underò.            
 

 
Ken enjoyed the holiday season playing Santa for 
the local kids (and for Colette).                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken has also been very busy getting ready for the 
2007 Games season with his beautifully handmade 
replica of Huntly Castle. 
  
Lastly, Ken & Colette celebrated their daughter 
Erynnôs wedding earlier this year. Erynn is a trainee 
store manager at Mc Donaldôs in Darwin. Wade is a 
Sapper in the Army, (combat Engineer), also in 
Darwin.  
  
The unique wedding colors reflect the coupleôs 
favorite colors. Erynnôs bedroom was painted green 
when she lived at home, and purple is Wade's 
preferred color. Their heart shaped wedding cake 
intertwines both favorites.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(left to right) Andrew (son), Colette, Wade & Erynn Hughes, 
Ken, Kylie (Andrewôs fianc®e)  

 
Andrew Gordon and Kylie plan to wed next year.  
 

Welcome! 
We have a new House of Gordon member to 
acknowledge this quarter. Let us extend a big 
welcome to Jeff Gordon of Las Vegas. Jeff is also 
a member of the Las Vegas Celtic Society and an 
integral part of the Las Vegas Highland Games 
(shameless plug coming upé) April 21st and 22nd.  
Jeff is our esteemed Emcee for the Las Vegas 
Highland Games, and presided over the Freemont 
Street show that kicked off last yearôs Games. 

 


